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Applicati nN 

10/679,274 



Examiner 



Applicant(s) 

IMAZUKA, KATSUO 
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2876 
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Period fo7 Repi? '* ^ ° mMatio " «»™» °» cor s heet W ,th th c'orespondence address - 

T^^^iLH!lG DATE^^^S COMMUNICA"nON^^ ^ EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

- Failure to reply withfn the set or extendi penodTr r^ mailin 9 da,e ° f ■* communication. 

Any rep y received bv the Office latpr than thro* m ™*h« *u &ldl " ie ' ^ ause tne application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C $ 133) 
earnedpatent term e^stman? See 37 CFR T704(b) 6 ma "' n9 *** °' "* commu " ica «°". even if timely filed, may rS any ■ 



Status 



1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on _. 

2a)Q This action is FINAtr 2b)|g| This action is non-final 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closedinaccordancewiththepracticeunder£xparteQ U ay/e,1935C.D.11,453 0.G.213. ' " 

Disposition of Claims 

4) !S ^8^(8)11^70112 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |g| Claim(s) ilanc(J2 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

1 11T1 ^ZTVTl Sheet(S) inC,Udin9 ** COrreCti ° n iS reqUir6d ' the draWi " 9(s) is ob * cted to - 37 CFR 1.121(d) 
1 DD The oath or declarat.on ,s objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)|EI Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) 
aM All b)D Some * c)Q None of: W W " 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. . 

2.H Certified copies of the priority documents have been received'in Application No. 09/643.713 
3-D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in thisl^Tstage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Prelim. Amdt/Amendment 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of the Preliminary Amendment filed on 13 April 2004. 
Claims 1 1 and 12 are pending, claims 1-10 and 13-1,7 are cancelled. 

Priority 

2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. 
09/643,713, filed on 23 August 2000. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



4. Claims 11 and 12 are rejected under35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mimata (US 6,070,146, cited by applicant) in view of Kimata (US 5,043,561, cited 
by applicant). 

Mimata teaches a ticket processing terminal comprising a receiver (2) for 
receiving boarding data from a wireless ticket on which the boarding data is recorded 
through wireless communication using a communication controller (30), a display (4) for 
displaying the boarding data received by the receiver; an operation unit (61 and 64) for 
directing change of the boarding data displayed on the display; and a processing unit 
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(62) for updating the boarding data of which change is indicated by the operation unit 
through the wireless communication, a server (50) serving as a control center located 
: outside of train in which the server controls entire ticket processing therewith (see Figs. 
1 , 3, 5, 6, and 7; col. 5, lines 55- col. 6, line - 35, col. 6, line 47 - col. 7, line 12, col. 8, 
lines 50 -61). 

However Mimata fails to teach or fairly suggest that the ticket-processing 
terminal changes the boarding section of boarding data. 

Kimata teaches a fare adjustment system having the fare table (88) including the 
boarding section data (see Fig. 7; col. 8, lines 18-45). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the fare table as taught by Kimata to the teachings of 
Mimata in order to provide Mimata with an improved and an enhanced management 
means for calculating/supplying the specific fare amount/section based on the 
predetermine criteria (i.e., boarding time zones, travel distance, etc.). Moreover, such 
modification would provide a convenience means to the customer(s) so that each and 
every customers) can change/modify the predetermined conditions of riding the 
train/subway using the adjustable fare table without losing the value stored in the 
tickets. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Seung H. Lee whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
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2401 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 7:30 AM to 
4:00 PM. 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee, can be reached on (571) 272-2398. The fax-phone number 
for this group is (703) 872-9306. 

under 35 U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the 
applicant and should be addressed to [seung.lee@uspto.gov]. 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. 
PTO employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a 
possibility that sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record 
includes a properly signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 
U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published 
in the Official Gazette of the Patent and Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1195 OG 
89. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703)308-0956. 

Seun^. Lee 
Art Unit 2876 

May 1 2, 2004 ^SUPERVISORY PATENT 
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